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PHILOSOPHY
GOALS

COMPONENTS




PHILOSOPHY

The Flexible Scheduling Program was created in 1964 as part of the Birmingham Plan for
Excellence. The goal of this plan was to encourage “new ways to individualize instruction and
to professionalize teaching” by funding innovative programs. This resulted in the
implementation of the Flexible Scheduling Program which today is the only surviving
component of that plan. After more than thirty years of adaptive growth and several thousand
graduates, the central goal of the Flexible Scheduling Program remains identical to that at its
inception: care for the progress of the individual student through a challenging, interdisciplinary
curriculum taught by a qualified staff. Consistent with current research on secondary education,
the Flex Program continues to argue for a core of knowledge which is responsive to the needs of
students in a complex society. But perhaps even more significant is that in its preparation of
students for participation in a global society, Flex assumes an excitement in the life-long learning
process that makes learning its own reward.

GOALS OF THE PROGRAM

The Flex Program is committed to the attainment of the following goals through an
interdisciplinary approach:

1. The integration of literary, historical, aesthetic, and philosophical movements into a
coherent view of the world and its people.

2. Cultivation of higher thinking skills.
3. Development of skills in the oral and written expression of ideas.

4. Application of analytical skills in the discussion of literature, the arts, and the social
sciences.

5. The promotion of flexibility in the design of curriculum to accommodate the needs of the
student body.

6. Encouragement of the development of life-long learners through the active participation
of students in the learning process.

7. The creation of a community of learners.

8. The development of values of appreciation for cultural diversity and democratic
citizenship.

9. The professionalization of teaching through team planning and curriculum development.




COMPONENTS OF THE PROGRAM

Counseling Group

Each student is assigned to a Flex teacher who serves as counselor in the program. The Flex
‘counselor schedules students for electives and seminars, grades examinations, monitors student
performance, and communicates with parents.

Core .
Core includes those materials for which all students are responsible, including lectures, films,
readings, and presentations. All core material is discussed in seminars.

Seminars

Seminar is the heart of the core curriculum. It is the forum in which students exchange ideas and
analyses about the core material. Seminars are small groups which meet several times each
week.

Electives
Flex teachers or students develop elective course offerings which complement the core

curriculum. These courses offer close study of novels, plays, current social problems, and
historical analysis.

Advanced Placement
Flex offers preparation for several AP tests including US History, Modern European History,

English Language and Composition, and English Literature and Composition.

Writing Group '

The Writing Program is a comprehensive four-year developmental course. It is the only part of
Flex in which students are differentiated by grade level. Students advance from paragraph and
essay work in the oth grade to extended thesis models and mini-research papers in the 10™ grade.
In the 11" grade students focus on the many other forms of rhetoric, including the college
argumentative essay. The 12" grade students complete a college style research paper.

Flex Speech, American Government, and Computer Technology

Speech and American Government are offered within Flex to satisfy all state and district
requirements. Computer Tech is offered as an elective that will prepare students to take a
competency exam, which if passed, fulfills the district’s requirement.

Credits .
Students receive 12 hours of English and social studies for four years participation. This

includes all credits required for graduation. Flex students also receive honors credit in the
sophomore, junior and senior years.




PROGRAM OUTCOMES

Students will exhibit outcomes in the following areas:

e Knowledge
e Skills
e Participation
e Values

| Knowledge

Flex students who fulfill the four-year cycle will develop as knowledgeable life-long
learners who: '

Generalize the integration of literary, historical, aesthetic, and philosophical movements into a
coherent view of the world and its people.

Demonstrate an understanding of a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature and other
texts to seek information, ideas, enjoyment, and understanding.

Analyze how cultures interact with one another in literature.

Evaluate the authenticity of the portrayal of various cultures in literature and other texts.
Articulate the commonality of the human condition in various cultures.

Read, recognize, comprehend, and analyze different genres of literature.

Read, comprehend, analyze, and evaluate texts of a general and technical nature.

Identify the function of social, political, economic, and religious institutions in a variety of
contexts, including literature.

Explain the function of social, political, economic, and religious institutions in a variety of
cultures. -

Trace the development of a variety of social institutions and practices from the Paleolithic to the
Modern period.

Identify and distinguish the beliefs and values of major religions and detect their influence in
world literature.




(Program Outcomes — Knowledge continued)
Recognize the major schools of philosophical thought and detect their influence.
State the unique characteristics which are components of Western civilization.

Define unresolved and persistent issues that create tension in Ametrican culture and infer their
impact on the future of American society.

Articulate and demonstrate an understanding of the complexity of enduring issues and recurring
problems by exercising critical thinking in making connections and identifying themes within

and across texts and disciplines.

Identify the distinguishing geographic features of regions of the world and demonstrate the
interrelationship of geography and the cultures that develop in each region.

Recognize cause and effect and predict the impact of events on the course of history.
Compare and contrast the values of a collectivist society to that of an individualistic society.
Outline the impact of Western civilization and non-western societies on each other.

Describe the impact of technology on society.

Summarize and apply an anthropological model to a variety of human societies.

Explain and illustrate global interconnections by applying a model of the global world system.

Identify and explain the significant characteristics which make American culture unique by
applying knowledge, ideas, and issues drawn from texts to their lives and the lives of others.

Interpret historical change from a variety of perspectives, connecting knowledge from several
disciplines to enhance their understanding of the world.

Apply psychological models in the analysis of literature and human behavior.
Interpret the impact of human societies on the environment.

Develop and defend solutions to global world issues.




(Program Outcomes — continued)

Skills
Flex students who fulfill the four-year cycle will develop as effective communicators who:

Employ a variety of reading strategies to construct meaning, such as generating questions,
scanning, analyzing, and evaluating for specific information related to a research assignment.

Use the English language effectively in written, spoken, and visual communication.
Recognize and effectively demonstrate verbal and nonverbal forms of expression.

Communicate information accurately and demonstrate their expressive abilities by creating oral,
written, and visual texts that inform and captivate an audience.

Exhibit effective interpersonal and group interaction.

Identify and evaluate point of view in print, television, theater, film, speech, radio, and the
electronic media.

Interpret statistics, maps, charts, and graphs.
Recognize and evaluate propaganda techniques.
Express ideas concisely, clearly, and persuasively through speech and writing.

Demonstrate the ability to differentiate between main ideas and supporting arguments through
note taking, verbal communication, critical reading, and various forms of rhetoric.

Distinguish frame of reference.
Differentiate between fact and opinion.
Recognize and analyze film techniques.

Research issues through print and electronic media, synthesizing and evaluating information to
draw conclusions based upon their investigation.

Demonstrate the habit of revision.

Participate in peer analysis, developing and applying personal, shared, and academic criteria in
the evaluation of oral and written work of their own and others.




(Program Outcomes — continued)

Participation

Flex students who fulfill the four-year cycle will develop as responsible citizens who
recognize their place in their country and in the world, and who:

Engage in group discussion to achieve a greater depth of understanding.
Exhibit leadership in discussion and assume the role of the teacher.

Model suitable academic, civic, and personal behavior.

Contribute to the content, planning, and methodology of their own education.
Engage actively in the daily process of learning.

Investigate current issues.

Collaborate to investigate and report on literary, historical, and political topics.

Values

Flex students who fulfill the four-year cycle will develop as caring, thoughtful, and resilient
individuals who:

i
Exhibit the characteristics of a life-long learner.
Recognize the need to work with others and value the cbntributions of others. ‘
Exhibit thoughtfulness and respect toward one another.

Recognize the contributions of many diverse cultures.

Recognize and appreciate the aesthetic creations of their own and of other cultures as expressions
of values and beliefs.

Exhibit integrity.
Define and practice the obligations of civic virtue in a democratic society.

Suspend judgment.




UNITS OF STUDY
FOCUS QUESTIONS
RESOURCES*

ELECTIVES

is by no means comprehensive.
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YEAR 1 - AMERICAN STUDIES

FOCUS QUESTION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE AN
AMERICAN?

What values define American culture?

How has American culture been shaped by the physical environment?
What unresolved tensions have persisted throughout American history?
What have been the consequences of technology upon American society?
What behavior is required of a citizen in a democratic society?

What are the seminal events in American history?

What major intellectual, political, religious, philosophical, and aesthetic
movements have defined American culture? '

How have women and minority groups contributed to American civilization?
How has the Constitution defined major issues and tensions in American life?
What are the unique qualities in American music, art, film, and literature?
How has the American experience shaped language?

What is the American Dream?

What significant foreign policy positions have defined America’s relationship
to the other countries of the world?

What factors have affected the social and economic structure of the United
States?

Who are the American People?

SPECIAL EXERCISES AND ASSIGNMENTS: Supreme Court Exercise and American

Festival, Editorial Cartoon Analysis, Walt Whitman Pastiche.




AMERICAN STUDIES RESOURCES

CORE BOOKS AND PLAYS:

American at 1750, Richard Hofstadter
Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain

The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald
Giants in the Earth, Ole Rolvaag

The Crucible, Arthur Miller

Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller

A Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger
The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail, Lee and Lawrence
Native Son, Richard Wright

Our Town, Thornton, Wilder

Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane
Autobiography of Frederick Douglass

CORE ESSAYS SHORT STORIES AND SELECTED READINGS:

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” Jonathan Edwards
Selected Poetry of Anne Bradstreet
Colonial Readings:
Selections from The Diary of William Byrd
Selections from The Diary of Samuel Sewell

Selections from Plan for Moral Perfection and The Autobiography, Benjamin

Franklin
“On Civil Government,” John Locke
“The Declaration of Independence”
Selected Poetry of Emily Dickinson
Selected Poetry of Walt Whitman ,
Civil War Primary Documents Package
Primary Documents on Jacksonian Reform
“Peter Hendricks: Patriot or Loyalist?” Carl Becker
Selections from “The Lincoln-Douglas Debates”
Primary Documents on Colonial America
Selection from The Peculiar Institution, Kenneth Stampp
“Self-Reliance,” Ralph Waldo Emerson
Selection from Walden, Henry David Thoreau
Selection from The Federalist Papers
Selection from Great Trials in American History
Selection from The Octopus, Frank Norris
“The Minister’s Black Veil,” Nathaniel Hawthorne
“The Story of an Hour,” Kate Chopin
“The Open Boat,” Stephen Crane
“The Big Two-Hearted River,” Ernest Hemingway
“The End of Something,” Ernest Hemingway
“The Three Day Blow,” Ernest Hemingway
“Soldier’s Home,” Ernest Hemingway
“Johnny Bear,” John Steinbeck

11




(American Studies Resources — continued)

CORE ESSAYS, SHORT STORIES AND SELECTED READINGS — CONTINUED:
“The Lottery,” Shirley Jackson
“Bowling Alone in America”
“The Yellow Wallpaper,” Charlotte Perkins Gilman
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” Martin Luther King, Jr.

CORE FILMS:
American Time Capsule, Fred Braveman
Geography in U.S. History
“The North Versus the South in the Founding of the U.S.”
“The Industrial Revolution in Pittsburgh”
“Clash of Cultures in the Great Plains”
Radio Days directed by Woody Allen
Washington: The Man Who Would not Be King
Teaching Films on Huckleberry Finn with Clifton Fadiman
Voices and Visions
“Emily Dickinson”
“Walt Whitman”
“Robert Frost”
“Wallace Stevens”
Roots of Resistance: The Story of the Underground Railroad
Drums Along The Mohawk directed by John Ford
All the President’s Men directed by Allen Pakula
Grapes of Wrath directed by John Ford
The Great Gatsby directed by Jack Clayton
A River Runs Through It directed by Robert Redford
Birth of a Nation directed by D. W. Griffiths
The Emigrants directed by Jan Troll
Citizen Kane directed by Orson Welles
On the Waterfront directed by Elia Kazan
The Front directed by Martin Ritt
The Treasure of Sierra Madre directed by John Houston
The Last of the Mohicans
Roots, Part 1
Bemice Bobs Her Hair
Under the Biltmore Clock
A Raisin in the Sun
Causes of Revolution and The Impossible War, John Lauren
Dr. Strangelove directed by Stanley Kubrick
The Immigrant Story: The Long, Long, Journey
From Smithsonian World, Heroes and the Test of Time
“Sitting Bull,” From The Way the West Was Lost
Mark Twain’s America from Project X
The Manners and Morals of High Capitalism
The Constitution: That Delicate Balance
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(American Studies Resources — continued)

CORE FILMS - CONTINUED:
“Inventing a Nation,” from America with Alistair Cooke
Get on the Bus
When the Lion Roared
Death of a Salesman
The West of the Imagination

AMERICAN STUDIES ELECTIVES:
The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne
The Constitution
The Autobiography of Ben Franklin
American Short Stories: 1820-1850
Women in American History
American Poetry
The Frontier
The American Revolution
The Presidents
Civil Disobedience
Billy Budd, Herman Melville
Dramatic Readings in American Poetry
Advanced Placement American History
Lincoln and the Question of Slavery
Mourning Becomes Electra, Eugene O’Neill
Walden, Henry David Thoreau
American Foreign Policy
The Transcendental Mind
An American Tragedy, Theodore Dreiser
Sister Carrie, Theodore Dreiser
The Roots of American Labor
The Cold War
Black Elk Speaks, John Neihardt
On the Road, Jack Kerouac
Advanced Placement English
The Autobiography of Malcolm X
All the King’s Men, Robert Penn Warren
My Antonia, Willa Cather
The Progressive Movement
The Breadgivers, Anzia Yezierska
Creative Writing
Vietnam
Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck
To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee
Catch 22, Joseph Heller
Pioneer Women, Joanna Stratton




(American Studies Resources — continued)

AMERICAN STUDIES ELECTIVES
East of Eden, John Steinbeck
The Long Valley, John Steinbeck
The Prophetic Minority, Jack Newfield
The Woman Warrior, Maxine Hong Kingston
Growing Up Native American edited by Patricia Riley
Literature for Growing up African, Chinese, Hispanic, and Japanese American
The Education of Little Tree, Forrest Carter
Fools Crow, James Walse
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Thurston
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YEAR 2 -CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

15

FOCUS QUESTION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A HUMAN
BEING?

What is culture, and how is it revealed?

What is cultural relativism?

What is ethnocentrism?

What are the causes and effects of cultural changes?

How do different cultures define the relationship between the individual and the
group?

What is the relationship between culture and the physical environment?
Why is the study of culture important in today’s global society?

What are the major contributions of psychology to understanding the human
condition? :

What are the causes of genocide?

What is the human dilemma?

CASE STUDIES:

Russian culture and history
Arab World
Genocide

SPECIAL PROJECTS: BaFa, BaFa Simulation

Mask Making




CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES RESOURCES:

CORE BOOKS AND PLAYS:
The Silent Language, Edward Hall
The World’s Religions, Huston Smith
Lord of the Flies, William Golding
The Immense Journey, Loren Eiseley
Communist Manifesto, Karl Marx
War and Peace, Leo Tolstoy
Crime and Punishment, Dostoyevsky
Midaqg Alley, Naguib Mahfouz
Islam, Yshma’il Al Faruqi
Night, Elie Wiesel
The Roots of Evil, Irwin Staub
Darkness at Noon, Arthur Koestler
We, Yevgeny Zamyatin

CORE ESSAYS, SHORT STORIES AND SELECTED READINGS:
“Proxemics in a Cross-Cultural Context: Japan and the Arab World,”
Edward Hall in The Hidden Dimension

“Antaeus in Manhattan,” Lewis Thomas in Lives of a Cell

“Body Ritual Among the Nacirema,” Horace Miner

“Paul’s Case,” Willa Cather

“Secret Sharer,” Joseph Conrad

“Everybody Rides the Carousel,” Erick Erikson

“The Crocodile,” Feodor Dostoyevsky

“The Cave,” Yevgeny Zamyatin

“Where Love Is, God Is,” Leo Tolstoy

“The Kiss,” Alexander Chekhov

“Tradition and Tension: Detroit’s Arab Community,” special section
of Detroit Free Press

Arabic Proverbs, (primary documents)

Arab Folktales, (primary documents)

Arabic Calligraphy

Poetry of Rumi and Rabi’a

“How Much Land Does a Man Need,” LeoTolstoy

CORE FILMS:
Ascent of Man Series
“Harvest of the Seasons”
“Lower Than the Angels”
The Fringe Dwellers
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(Cultural Perspectives Resources — continued)

CORE FILMS:
The Netsilik Series
American Graffiti
The Power of Myth: The First Storytellers
The Hunters
Dead Birds
High School
“What is Anthropology?”
Great Thinkers Who Changed the World
Paul’s Case
The Jolly Corner
Secret Sharer
Frank Film
The Kremlin
The Great Volga
The Crocodile
Commentary on The Crocodile
The Perils of Obedience, Stanley Milgram
The Making of Russia
A Russian Journey
Leo Tolstoy
Martin the Cobbler, Leo Tolstoy
~ Dostoyevsky, Malcolm Muggeridge
~ Nicholas and Alexandra
Battleship Potemkin
Critique of Potemkin
Ten Days that Shook the World, Eisentein
Stalin
“Red Star,” from World at War
Comfortable Lies and Bitter Truths, Hedrick Smith
The Cranes are Flying
Moscow Does Not Believe in Tears
A Taste of Democracy, Hedrick Smith
Red Hot
Coming Apart
Introduction to the Arab World
Islam
Triumph of the Will
Why We fight
Alexander Nevsky
Traditional World of Islam Series:
Nomad and City”
“Patterns of Beauty”
“Man and Nature”
“Unity”
“The Inner Life

17
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(Cultural Perspectives Resources — continued)

CORE FILMS:
There Is No God But God
Battle of Algiers
A History of Detroit’s Chaldean Community
A Passage to India
Lawrence of Arabia
Schindler’s List
Wedding in Galilee
The Cow
The Killing Fields
Dance
Deceit and Indifference
Koyaanisqatsi
The Nasty Girl directed by Michael Verhoeven




CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES ELECTIVES

Islamic Beliefs

Mountain People, Colin Turnbull

The Long Fuse, Lawrence Lafore

Ishi in Two Worlds, Theodora Kroeber
Inquiry into Anthropology

Inheritors, William Golding

God'’s, Graves, and Scholars, C.W. Ceram
Writer’s Workshop

Stalin

Megaliths

Pump House Gang, Tom Wolfe

Black Elk Speaks, John Niehardt

Urchin in the Storm, Stephen Gould
Frankenstein, Shelly

Space Odyssey, Clark

Mythology, Edith Hamilton

Native Americans Today

Russian Revolution, Goldstein

War and Peace, Tolstoy

Crime and Punishment, Dostoyevsky
Terribles and the Greats: Russian Czars
We, Zamyatin

Advanced Placement English

Soviet Communism

The Islamic Threat, John Esposito

Russian Music

Dr. Zhivago, Pasternak

Cold War

Journey into the Whirlwind, Eugenia Ginzburg
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, Solzhenitsyn
Nineteenth Century Russia

Drama from Russian Folktales

Modern Russian Short Stories — 20" century
Arab Folktales

The Women’s Roles in the Arab World
From Beirut Jerusalem, Thomas Freidman
The Guests of the Sheikh, Elizabeth Fernea

19
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YEAR 3 — GLOBAL STUDIES

FOCUS QUESTION: WHAT FORCES TEND TO BRING
PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND WHAT FORCES TEND TO PUSH
PEOPLE APART?

e How are global activities organized?

e What are the institutional and historical links that form global relationships?

e What are the origins of the global system?

e What is the nature of today’s global economy?

e What tensions are created by globalism?

e What major contributions have been made to the understanding of economics?
e What are major economic concepts?

e What problems require global cooperation?

e What are the attributes of global citizenship?

e Why is there such a disparity in material possessions?

e To what extent does literature cross boundaries?
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GLOBAL STUDIES UNIT RESOURCES

CORE BOOKS AND PLAYS:
Chronicle of a Death Foretold, Gabriel Garcia Marquez
Dragon’s Village, Chen, Yuan-Zung
Religions of Man, Huston Smith (excerpts Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism)
Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe
My Children My Africa, Athol Fugard
Nectar in a Sieve, Kamala Markandaya
A Rumor of War, Phillip Caputo
A Single Pebble, John Hersey

CORE ESSAYS, SHORT STORIES, AND SELECTED READINGS:
“The Banishment of Rama” and other primary sources of Hindu beliefs
“White Man’s Burden,” Rudyard Kipling
“The Majesty of the Law,” Frank O’Connor
“A Train from Rhodesia,” Nadine Gordimer _

“On the Superiority of Englishmen,” Walter Bagehot
“The Shock of Conquest,” Bernal Diaz Del Castillo (Document)
Assorted colonial maps
“The Frill,” Pearl Buck
“The Second Coming,” W. B. Yeats
“The Soldier,” Krishan Chandar
“The Gentlemen of the Jungle,” Jomo Kenyatta
“A Letter to Queen Victoria” (Document)
“The Sparrow and the Phoenix” (Folktale)
) “Horses Hoofs,” (Folktale)
“The Debate on Salt and Iron” (Document)
“The East is Red” (Poem)
“Medicine,” Lu Xun (Short Story)
“The Peasant Movement in Hunan,” Mao Zedong (Document)
From the Selected Works of Mao Zedong
“The New Year’s Sacrifice,” Lu Xun (Short Story)
Selected Chinese Poetry

CORE FILMS:
Journey of Hope
Africa, a series by Basil Davidson
“This Magnificent African Cake”
“Caravans of Gold”
“The Legacy” |
“Rise of Nationalism” 1
|
|
|
i
|




(Global Studies Resources - continued):
CORE FILMS:

Triumph of the West, a series with John Roberts
“India: Ironies of Empire”
“The Explorers”
The Genius of China, (series)
“When Empires Collide”
“The Threat From Japan”
India: The Empire of the Spirit, with Michael Wood
The Buried Mirror with Carlos Fuentes
Worlds Lost and Found: Columbus, Age of Discovery
Out of Africa
Powagqatsi
Brazil: Capital Sins
Black and White in Color
The Year of Living Dangerously
“Industry and Empire,” The World: A TV Series
Gandhi
The UN. It’s More Than You Think
Raise the Red Lantern
Lin Zexu (The Opium War)
Heart of the Dragon Series
“Believing”
“Remembering”
“Eating”
“Working”
Rashomon
The Long Search, a series with Ronald Eyrie
“Taoism: A question of Balance”
“Buddhism: Footprints of the Buddha”
Asian Man (series of filmstrips)
“Traditional China”
“Buddhism: The Way of Compassion”
“Taoism: The Harmony of the Universe”
“China: The Middle Kingdom”
Enter the Dragon
The Last Emperor
The East is Red
Capitulations
China: The Land and the People
China in Revolution: 1911-49
Writers and Revolutionaries: Lu Xun
All Under Heaven
A Great Wall directed by Peter Wang
One Village in China, edited by Carmen Hinton
Lonestar

22




(Global Studies Resources Continued):

SPECIAL EXERCISES AND ASSIGNMENTS:
Global Products Mapping
Global Research
Create a file on an assigned country
Global Statistics Ranking
Global Research — Nations’ Culture
Global Culture Fair
United Nations Simulation
Flex U.N. Newsletter
Multi-national Corporation Research Presentation

GLOBAL STUDIES UNIT ELECTIVES:
The Dark Child, Camara Laye
Environmental Issues and Problem Solving: research and presentation elective
Drama of African Playwrights
Chinese and Japanese Short Stories
Creative Writing/Creative Art on World Issues
Chinese Short Stories
Communism
A.P. English
Peasant Rebellion in China
Death of Woman Wang, Jonathan Spence
Chinese Thought
Chinese Looking Glass, Dennis Bloodworth
Kaffir Boy, Mark Mathabane
Dream of the Red Chamber, Ts’so Hsueh-ch’in
The World and the West, Philip Curtain
China and the United States, J.K. Fairbanks
Arrow of God, Chinua Achebe
America’s Backyard: U.S. Foreign Policy in Latin America
Media is the Message, Fuller and McLuhan
Vietnam
One Hundred Years of Solitude, Gabriel Marquez
African Short Stories
God'’s Bits of Wood, Ousmane Sembene
A Passage to India, E.M. Forster
Literature of India
Black Jacobins, C.L.R. James
In the Shadow of the Sacred Grove, Carol Spindel
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(Global Studies Resources — continued)

GLOBAL STUDIES ELECTIVES
Chinese Revolution
China 1927-1949
Chinese Poetry
Red Star Over China, Edgar Snow
Cultural Revolution
Soong Dynasty
Japan: The Story of A Nation, Edwin Reichauer
The Joy Luck Club, Amy Tan
The Origins of Global Trade
King Leopold’s Ghost, Adam Hochschild

24




YEAR 4 - WESTERN CIVILIZATION

FOCUS QUESTION: WHAT ARE THE ATTRIBUTES OF
WESTERN CIVILIZATION?

e What values define Western Civilization?
e What are the origins of Western Civilization?

e How have religion and philosophy influenced the development of Western
Civilization?

25

e What economic, political, scientific, and aesthetic developments occurred during the

various periods of Western Civilization?
e What factors led to Western global expansion?

e What is the Judaeo-Christian tradition, and how has it developed in Western
Civilization?

e What is the influence today of the West upon global affairs?
e What internal tensions have threatened Western Civilization?

e What are the diverse cultures that comprise Western Civilization?
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WESTERN CIVILIZATION UNIT RESOURCES

CORE BOOKS AND PLAYS:

The Odyssey, Homer

Oedipus Rex, Sophocles

Hamlet, William Shakespeare

The Prince, Machiavelli

- Sir Gawain and The Green Knight

The Stranger, Albert Camus

Hard Times, Charles Dickens

All Quiet on the Western Front, Erich Maria Remarque
Everyman

A Doll’s House, Henrik Ibsen

CORE ESSAYS, SHORT STORIES, AND SELECTED READINGS:

The Religions of Man, Huston Smith (Christianity and Judaism)
Selections from The Dialogues of Plato
“The Precursors” from Medieval People, Eileen Power
“Pericles’ Funeral Oration”
Selections from the Old and New Testaments of The Bible
Primary Source Packet on the Development of Early Christianity
Selection from The Politics, Aristotle
“The Vindication of the Rights of Women,” Mary Wollstonecraft
Primary Documents from The Enlightenment
“Two Treatises on Government,” 1690 John Locke
“Social Contract,” 1762 John Jacques Rousseau
“The Bill of Rights,” 1689
“The New Coronation Oath,” 1689
“The Triennial Act,” 1694
“Declaration of Independence,” 1776
Selections from The Shaping of Western Society, Good and Fenton
“The Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century Scientists”
“Women in Renaissance Florence”
“The Renaissance: An Historical Essay”
“Law and the Roman Empire”
Selected Poems on the Theme of War
“Tommy,” Rudyard Kipling
“Anthem for Doomed Youth” and “Dulce Et Decorum Est,” Wilfred Owens
“The Fury of Aerial Bombardment,” Richard Eberhart
“The Silent Slain,” Archibald Macleish
“Base Details,” Siegfried Sassoon
“The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner,” Randall Jerrell
“Fighting South of the Ramparts,” Li Po
Candide, Voltaire
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(Western Civilization Resources - continued):

CORE ESSAYS, SHORT STORIES, AND SELECTED READINGS:
“War,” Joseph Langland
“Apostrophe To Man,” Edna St. Vincent Millay
“Embassy,” W. H. Auden
“The Heroes,” Louis Simpson
“The Allegory of the Cave,” Plato
“Qration on the Dignity of Man,” Pico Della Mirandola
“What is the Enlightenment,” Immanuel Kant
Selected Documents on the History of Women in the Middle Ages and Renaissance

CORE FILMS:
The World: A Television Series
“The Birth of Civilization”
“Greece and Rome”
The Golden Age of Athens
Fibonacci and Prime Numbers
Great Religions of the World
“Christianity”
“Judaism”
The Cave
The Reformation
Charlemagne: Holy Barbarian
The Seventh Seal directed by Ingmar Bergman
Origins of Feudalism
A Wanderer’s Guide to Life and Letters in the Middle Agees
The Medieval Mind
Castle by David Macauley
Cathedral by David Macauley
The Day The Universe Changed with James Burke
“It Started with the Greeks”
Columbus — Part 111
Newton: The Mind That Found the Future
Galileo
Henry V directed by Kenneth Branagh
Hamlet directed by Laurence Olivier
Hamlet directed Franco Zeffirelli
Teaching films on Hamlet
Teaching films on Oedipus Rex
A Man for All Seasons directed by Fred Zinnemann
Art of the Western World with Michael Woods
“Into the Twentieth Century”
“Greek and Roman Art and Architecture”
The White Garment of Churches”

Danton
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(Western Civilization Resources - continued):

CORE FILMS
Civilization with Kenneth Clark
“By the Skin of Our Teeth”
“The Smile of Reason”
“The Artist as Hero”
Jean de Florette directed by Claude Berri
Manon of the Spring directed by Claude Berri
Triumph of the West with John Roberts
“Decline of the West”
“An Age of Light”
“New Directions”
Grand Illusion directed by Jean Renoir
The Changing World of Charles Dickens
Hitler: The Seduction of a Nation
Triumph of the Will directed by Leni Riefenstahl
Europe The Mighty Continent with Peter Ustinov
“The Drums Begin to Roll”
“Night and Fog”
The Ascent of Man with Jacob Bronowski
“Drive for Power”
“Knowledge and Certainty”
Women in Literature
Metropolis directed by Fritz Lang
The Terror
The Bastille
The Industrial Revolution in Great Britain
A Doll’s House ’
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WESTERN CIVILIZATION STUDIES UNIT ELECTIVES

Greek Drama, Moses Hadas

The Iliad, Homer

Fall of Rome

Rise of Athens

The Oresteia

The Roman Empire

Study Skills

Crete and Mycenae

Art History

The Republic, Plato

Spartacus, Howard Fast

The Church

Women in the Renaissance

Beyond Geography, Frederick Turner
Othello by William Shakespeare

The Canterbury Tales, Chaucer

The Hunchback of Notre Dame, Victor Hugo
The Crusades

Medieval Towns

Medieval Babes

An Anthology of English Drama Before Shakespeare, Robert Heilman
Macbeth, William Shakespeare

Merchant of Venice, William Shakespeare
Survey of English History

Paradise Lost, Milton

The Inferno, Dante

A Canticle for Liebowitz, Walter M. Miller
Les Miserables, Victor Hugo

Capitalism and Slavery

Voltaire: Portfolio writing responses to Candide and other works
Art and Music

Political Geography of Europe

Industrial Revolution in England
Gulliver’s Travels, Jonathan Swift

A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens

The Rise of the Modern Nation

Citizens, Simon Schama

1984, George Orwell

20" Century Art and Architecture

Modern Nationalism

Literature of the Holocaust

20" Century Drama

Hitler: A Study in Tyranny, Allen Bullock
Homage to Catalonia, George Orwell
Modern Poetry

Women in the Nineteenth and Early 20" Century
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ASSESSMENT METHODS OF THE FLEX
PROGRAM

Flex assessment methods are used consistently over the four-year curriculum cycle.
These methods incorporate all of the assessment standards for language arts and
social studies.

Seminar Participation

Students are expected to actively engage in seminar discussion on a regular basis.
Students are assessed on their degree of engagement with the materials, the quality and
quantity of their active participation, their ability to see other points of view, and their
ability to work with others to achieve a greater degree of understanding for all.
Additional methods of assessment in seminar include quizzes, note taking, evaluation,
writing, problem solving, and role playing.

Cooperative Learning

Flex students often work in cooperative small groups to learn and teach their peers about
material under examination. Group work is regularly used as a method of learning and
assessment in the Flex seminars, as well as employed in many other situations.
Cooperative learning is often used to relate core materials to current real-world problems.

Writing assignments

Students are assigned a broad range of writing assignments beginning with the drafting of
the paragraph in the ninth grade and culminating with the writing of a thesis oriented
research paper in the senior year. Students are exposed to major rhetorical divisions
which are then employed in their writing. Students also respond to numerous impromptu
writing situations, and analytical essays are usually assigned as an assessment method for
Flex elective courses. Journals are used in the freshman and sophomore years to
encourage the development of writing and thinking skills.

The Objective Flex Exam

Half of each Flex exam focuses on students’ knowledge and comprehension of a wide
|
|
I

range of materials which make up a Flex sub-unit. A substantial number of objective
exam questions test the students’ abilities to apply and analyze material. Similar
objective exam questions are used in assessing students’ learning in some Flex elective
courses.

The Flex Essay Exam

Each Flex exam includes at least one essay question which normally counts for 50% of
the exam. The question requires students to: synthesize a broad range materials, to
evaluate a variety of viewpoints, to develop an informed thesis, and to support their views
with numerous examples.




31

(Assessment Methods... - continued)

Model United Nations Simulation, U.S. Congress Simulation, French Revolution
Simulation, and other Simulations.

Students represent a specific role. They work collaboratively to research a position, to
discover problems and concerns, and to speak within their role in a simulated
environment. They develop and support positions consistent with their role. The
simulation involves cooperative group-work skills, leadership roles for many participants,
public speaking skills, and attention to group dynamics.

The Global Culture Fair, Renaissance Fair, American Fair, and other organized
exhibitions such as the Tribal Masks

Flex students periodically work cooperatively in teams to research, create, and organize a
fair related to their unit of study. These fairs involve a wide variety of skills, including
artistic, dramatic, team work, planning and research skills.

The Senior Research Paper

Flex seniors research and write a major paper, generally consisting of 10-25 pages, which
requires the development of a question or thesis on a topic of their interest. Research
skills developed over the course of many smaller research assignments are employed.
Student use a wide variety of data sources, including computer data bases and electronic
references.

Big Boards

Seniors, upon completion of their research paper, present a discussion of their research to
the Flex students. Their presentation includes a discussion of their thesis and the results
of their investigation as well as a discussion of effective research techniques and problem
solving. Students respond with questions and assist in the evaluation of each senior’s
presentation. Seniors are encouraged to work with an outside mentor, and community
members, family members, and faculty are invited to the Big Boards.

The Senior Oral Exam

The senior oral exam is presented before Flex students at the end of the year. This exam
is based on a question which requires participating students to consider not only the
materials included in their senior year, but also their knowledge and skills developed over
the four years. Seniors work in teams to organize and prepare a panel discussion on an
assigned question. Flex students observe the presentations, ask questions, challenge the
speakers, and assist in the evaluation of the seniors.

Performance

Dramatic, interpretive performance is used for assessing students, particularly in literary
and humanities oriented elective courses. The reader’s theater technique is sometimes
utilized in the Flex seminar. Flex freshmen deliver a variety of formal speeches as part of
fulfilling their speech requirement. Further speech presentation opportunities are
incorporated into seminars and elective courses.




(Assessment Methods...-continued)

The Flex Town Meeting

Students meet in their Flex counseling group to discuss issues of concern and select
representatives who meet to plan and conduct the Flex Town Meeting. This process
involves the student assuming the role of the citizen in a democratic situation. From
these meetings, students provide input into the content and course of the Flex Program,
and create and enforce the rules of behavior in the Flex Program.

32
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FLEX ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The Flex Team Meeting

A substantial amount of team planning time is spent assessing student behaviors, especially in
the affective domain. Each Flex teacher contributes to the discussion based on observations of
the students in a variety of formal and informal learning situations. The team has the advantage
of knowing the students over four years, observing their growth and changes, and getting to
know their parents. The Flex team addresses the needs of the whole student and, in some
instances, develops intervention strategies or refers the student to the appropriate personnel.

The Flex Grading Process

The Flex team meets at the end of each grading period to determine grades for each Flex student.
A Flex teacher-counselor keeps track of the student’s performance in different phases of the Flex
Program and recommends a grade for English and social studies. The entire team of Flex
teachers discusses and arrives at consensus on each student’s grade. A variety of factors are
considered, including student strengths and weaknesses, the student’s performance in different
phases of the Flex Program, growth and development, and effort.

Student Self Evaluations

At the end of a marking period, students complete a written evaluation of their performance in
each facet of the program and apprise the team of any outside work that might be deserving of
credit. These written evaluations are used by the Flex team in the grading process.
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FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING PROGRAM GRADING POLICY

Grading in the Flexible Scheduling Program is a cooperative process involving the Flex teaching
team and the Flex students. At the end of every quarter, each Flex teacher records the marks for
those specific students who were under his/her direction. Examples of activities that may enter
into the grading process are examinations, short tests, seminar grades, elective grades, projects,
and writing group marks. These activities are generally treated as equal in figuring quarter
grades, but the final decision as to weighting is made by the Flex team. Prior to grading, each
student completes a self-evaluation form recording his/her perceptions of the expected grades.

When all the grades and self-evaluations have been assembled, each Flex teacher reviews the
grades for each of his/her Flex counselees and makes a recommendation for a social studies
grade and an English grade. The other team members either concur or dissent, with the final
decision being reached by discussion and consensus. It has been our policy that the social
studies and English grades be identical or in close approximation because of the interdisciplinary
nature of the program; however, non-performance in any major segment of the program may
result in one grade being significantly reduced. For example, non-performance in writing group
may result in a lowered English grade. Failure to complete the senior research project may result
in a failing English grade. And failure to complete all major requirements in an elective may
result in a lowered English or social studies grade.

In addition to the social studies and English grades, Flex is required to give separate marks for
speech and American government. These grades are not used to compute the Flex social studies
and English grades.

There is in the grading process a different scale for marking freshmen from marking
sophomores, juniors, and seniors. This is because of the differing maturity and skill level and the
absence of honor credits for the ninth graders in the program.

After the issuance of report cards, the student has the right to make written appeal for
reconsideration of the marks. Such appeals are read and considered by the Flex teaching team.
The appeal is then granted or rejected.

In calculating semester grades, the Flex team may decide to weight the second and fourth quarter
grades more than the first and third quarter grades. The main reasons for this are the emphasis
on the developmental nature of the Flex program and assignment distrib

ution. There is a final exam in Flex at the end of the second semester that counts for 10-20% of
the second semester grade.

Revised: 2000
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RESOURCES CONSULTED FOR THE FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING PROGRAM

Birmingham Public Schools Strategic Plan.
English Language Arts. Michigan Content Standards and Draft Benchmarks.

“Higher Order Thinking in Teaching Social studies: A Rationale for the Assessment of
Classroom Thoughtfulness.” Journal of Curriculum Studies 22 (1990): 41-46.

Michigan Framework for Social Studies Education: Social Studies Standards and
Benchmarks.

Model Core Curriculum Outcomes and Position Statement on Core Curriculum.
Michigan Board of Education. 1991.

National Council of Social Studies Curriculum Outlines.

Newmann, Fred M. “Can Depth Replace Coverage in the High School Curriculum?”
Phi Delta Kappan 69, no. 5 (January 1988): 345-348.

Oakland County Intermediate School District. “A Contextual View of Integrated English
Language Arts.”

Parker, Walter C. Renewing the Social Studies Curriculum. Association for Supervision
And Curriculum Development. Alexandria, Virginia. 1991.

Powerful and Authentic Social Standards for Assessment Tasks.

Seaholm High School School Improvement Plan.

Shills, Edward. “Robert Maynard Hutchins.” The American Scholar. Spring, 1990.
Sizer, Ted. Press Briefing on the Annenberg Gift. Washington, D.C., 1 2/17/93.

Spady, William and John Ardis. Four Day Workshop on Outcome Based Education
Attended by Scott Craig, 9/92.

Tye, Kenneth A., ed. Global Education From Thought to Actzon The 1991 ASCD
Yearbook Alexandria, Virginia, 1991.




Flex Syllabus 2004 Global Studies

Content: This year will be divided into at least three units and possibly as many as five
depending on the amount of time it takes. We will look at the manifestation of
globalization as they present themselves in the 21¥ Century in the first quarter. We will
then look at the historical roots of globalization in the second quarter. In the remaining
parts of the year, we will look at case studies of globalization in Latin America, Africa
and China.

Grades: As always, grades are determined by averaging seminars, electives, writing
group, and flexams. Students will receive credit in government and speech if they
successful complete that coursework. Student may also earn a technology exemption.

Texts: A variety of texts will be used in FLEX. Some will be required reading for all.
Those texts may include but are not limited to articles on current events, Markandaya’s -
Necter In a Sieve, Marquez’s Chronicle of a Death Foretold, Achebe’s Things Fall
Apart, Hersey’s Single Pebble. Students will also be required to read in their electives.

Final Exams, Late Work & Attendance: School policies apply.

Assessments: Participation, Papers, Essay tests, Objectives tests, Demonstrations and
other appropriate means.

Contacting Teachers: Please call your FLEX counselor with questions. You can call
203-3999 and then dial the counselor’s extension.

Mr. Craig 50113

Mr. Kalousdian 50374

Ms. Moten 50334

Ms. Rabideau 50533

Ms. Esseltine & Mr. Shaheen 50027
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